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act upon the forces that determined the government,
just as these re-acted upon them : that, in a word
they should mutually hold each other within the
limits of the law and that general security could only
arise from the equilibrium of the means of attack
and defence. This new policy which demanded
frequent communications between the parties in-
terested, gave rise to the system of embassies, itself
quite a new feature in international and political life,
though it was really an extension of ideas and
systems long ago pursued by the Hansa. In a word,
the whole method of the world was changing, and
It remained to be seen whether the Hansa could still
keep ahead as it had hitherto done.

While other nations were looking about them all
round the globe, the Hansa was, as ever, occupied
in securing to itself the monopoly of the Baltic basin,
in order that no other peoples should deprive them
of the wealth of Scandinavia. And yet this "mono-
poly of the herring and the cod-fish," as it has been
named, was steadily becoming less and less valuable.
More than half of Europe was Protestant and no longer
fasted ; wax was no more required in quantities for
Church ceremonials and the evidences of personal
piety; the imitation of Italian and Spanish fashions
in dress caused less demand for the furs of the North.
The English were among the chief commercial rivals
of the Hansa at this date, and after them the Dutch,
those very Dutch whose cities had at one time
formed part of the League, but who had seceded after
the wars with Waldemar, finding it more profitable
to keep friends with the Danes.